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persecution followed, in which neither sex nor ag&
was pitied, nor torture, mutilation, nor death was
spared.

222. These particulars, which form but a portion of
the atrocities which this savage was permitted to per-
petrate, have here been mentioned, because they form
a suitable antecedent, and (if the word maybe used) a
justification of the miracle which followed. It was no
common occasion that called forth what was no com-
mon manifestation of the wonderful power of God.
The facts, as stated by one who in such a case cannot
be called a too favourable witness, were as follows:
" Tipasa," says Gibbon, " a maritime colony of Mauri-
tania, sixteen miles to the east of Caesarea, had been
distinguished in every age by the orthodox zeal of its
, inhabitants. They had braved the fury of the Dona-
fists; they resisted, or eluded, the tyranny of the Arians.
The town was deserted on the approach of an heretical
Bishop; most of the inhabitants who could procure
'ships passed over to the coast of Spain ; and the
unhappy remnant, refusing all communion with the
usurper, still presumed to hold their pious, but illegal,
assemblies. Their disobedience exasperated the cru-
elty of Hunneric. A military Count was despatched
from Carthage to Tipasa ; he collected the Catho-
" lies in the Forum, and, in the presence of the whole
province, deprived the guilty of their right hands and
their tongues. But the holy Confessors continued